The future of nursing: combining humanistic and technological values.
Technology is increasing. "The most stable characteristic of the present health care system, is change, characterized by expansion and experimentation . . ." To date, nursing has taken a reactive role, adapting out of necessity rather than taking an active part in initiating or promoting specific change. Consequently the health care system has had and continues to have a greater impact on nursing than nursing on the health care system. Two hypothetical frameworks, humanistic and technological, are presented with which to approach the problem of increasing technology. The values and implications of each are examined within the context of the nursing profession.